{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\fswiss\cpg0\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f2\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f3\fswiss\cpg1252\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f4\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f5\fswiss\cpg1251\fcharset204 Arial;}{\f6\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f7\fswiss\cpg1250\fcharset238 Arial;}{\f8\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f9\fswiss\cpg1257\fcharset186 Arial;}{\f10\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f11\fswiss\cpg1254\fcharset162 Arial;}{\f12\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f13\fswiss\cpg1253\fcharset161 Arial;}{\f14\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}{\f15\fswiss\cpg1255\fcharset177 Arial;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 356                  LIFE  AND   TIMES   OF   STEIN.         [PART IX.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 hazards the yoke of the foreigner; but his feeling towards liberty was of quite another kind. We have always found him favourably disposed to it; but on the other hand he has been all his life an official and in the service of an absolute Govern\-ment. It has been customary to speak of the regime of Frederick the Great as an extreme ex\-ample of absolutism, and not without some justifi\-cation, if we consider the brutal oppression that prevailed in the army. Stein was in Frederick's service for six years, and took part in administering the same sort of regime for twenty years after Frederick's time, yet I have not observed that he at any time discovered that there was anything harsh or oppressive in it. Though his language is always that of a humane man, yet he indulges in no outbreaks of indignation at the severities of the Government, there is no symptom of a belief lurking in his mind that the system is wicked or cruel. But it strikes him early that it is not a strong or an elastic system. He sees that on this system you cannot raise extraordinary taxes, even for the most necessary expenses, and he sees that local govern\-ment might be carried on both better and more cheaply by calling in the aid of the people. This is clear to him even before the catastrophe of 1806, and when that catastrophe revealed the helplessness of the old despotic Government to all the world, he becomes at once a bold and thorough-going libertarian. But in the moment of his boldest in\-novations his opinion about liberty continues to be mainly this, that it increases the power of Govern\-ment, and that in the absence of money and a}\par }